Eleanor (Ele) Slade
CV
Interdisciplinary Performance Designer, Drama Practitioner, Facilitator
Researcher & Educator


I am seeking work within an arts organisation after teaching and researching for the past eight years. Prior to working in education, I was an award-winning performance designer and an ensemble drama practitioner. I have worked on professional projects in theatre, opera, exhibition and installation design. My design work has been funded by national bodies, including UKRI research projects, and ranges from small scale fringe theatre, touring, outdoor, and children’s theatre, to large scale intergenerational community projects by international companies. I’m an experienced lecturer in Higher Education, and facilitator / leader for primary and secondary students, intergenerational community groups, Theatre in Education and socially engaged community / professional partnerships. 
Education:

2024 	PhD Theatre (Scenography) 
	Guildford School of Acting, University of Surrey

2023 	PgCHPE (with distinction) 
			University of Staffordshire. Including Fellowship of the HEA.

2015 	MA Ensemble Theatre (with distinction)
	Rose Bruford College, awarded by the University of Manchester.

2008 	MDrama 2:1 (M-level fourth year specialisation in Design for Performance)
	University of Kent
Education work & facilitation:

2023 ongoing		1.0 FTE Lecturer	University of Staffordshire		BA Acting & MA Drama
2021-2023		0.4 Lecturer		Staffordshire University		MA Drama/ Theatre
2022			Guest Lecturer	Staffordshire University		BA Film Production
2022			Guest Lecturer	Middlesex University London	MA Theatre Production
2021			Guest Lecturer	University of Surrey			BA Theatre & Performance
2019/20		Guest Lecturer	University of Surrey			BA Theatre & Performance
2015/16 & 16/17	Guest Lecturer	Rose Bruford College			MA Ensemble Theatre
2016/17		Design facilitator	Shooting Fish Theatre		The Demand
2015/16		Design facilitator	Glyndebourne Education		PUSH Opera
2014			Facilitator		Beautiful Mess Collective		Fox Project
2012-2015		TiE facilitator		Konflux TiE & One Day Creative Education
2011			Designer & Facilitator Walton on Thames			A Town on The River
2010			Designer & Facilitator Woking Community Play Ass.	The Vision		
2009			Co-lead facilitator	Creative Partnerships		Fyndoune School project
2009			Assistant facilitator	Opera North				Musical Theatre project, with children on autistic spectrum
2009			Assistant facilitator	Arts Express				


Examples of topics / modules taught:

· Performance Design and Scenography theory and practice 
· Expanded sceanography
· Applied theatre
· Ensemble and collaborative theatre-making theory and practice
· Ensemble and scenographic devising methods 
· Research skills, especially Practice-Research and critical reflective skills
· Scenographic thinking via New Materialist perspectives
· Initiating idea development via interactions with objects and materials
· Stage architectures
· Staging an exhibition
· Interweaving practice and theory
· Documentation
· Analysing text for design
· Set Design
· Costume Design
· Critical reflection
· Practice-as-research
· Research skills

Higher Education employment has also included course and module design, planning, and management; design of assessments, marking and feedback.
Conference/Symposium Organisation:

Aug 2025 – ongoing: co-convenor of the Theatre and Performance Research Association Scenography Working Group.

Jun 2023	Drama HE annual conference (co-convenor). Two-day conference. Staffordshire University.

May 2019	For Scenographics Technē conflux (co-convenor). 4 day-long symposium events, bringing together academics and industry practitioners. Multiple venues, London.

Sep 2018	Critical costume 2018 ‘On Ethics’ biannual conference (co-convenor). International two day conference and exhibition. University of Surrey.

Jun 2018	Art & The Urban Symposium (co-convenor). Technē day-long student-led symposium, Senate House, London.

Publications & Creative Research Outputs:

Spring 2023	Book review: Performing Architectures, in Theatre and Performance Design Journal.

Spring 2020	Article: ’A Social Take on Fragments at PQ2019’, The Blue Pages, Society of British Theatre Designers publication.

Jul 2020	Online exhibition: Living Libraries, Sine Space.

May 2018	Performance: Memories of Fiction: The Living Library. Omnibus Theatre, London

Conference/Symposium Presentations:

Aug 2025	Practical workshop: 4 provocations for social scenographics
	TaPRA annual conference. University of Warwick

Jul 2025	Presentation 
	Drama HE annual conference. Birmingham Conservatoire

Sep 2024	Presentation
	TaPRA annual conference. Northumbria University

Sep 2023	Presentation
	TaPRA annual conference. University of Leeds

Jun 2023	Presentation: ‘A Critical Framework of Social Scenographics’
	Prague Quadrennial of Performance Design and Space 2023. Prague, Czech Republic.

Sep 2022	Presentation: ‘The Living Libraries Glitch as Scenographic Counterplay’
	TaPRA annual conference. University of Essex & online.

Jun 2022	Roundtable discussion: ‘Activist Scenographics Futures’
	Staging Possible Worlds: Activist Scenographics, a ‘For Scenographics’ Technē conflux event. London College of Fashion, University of the Arts London.

Jun 2022	Presentation: ‘Searching for Scenographic Counterplay as the unintended and unanticipated in social scenographic practices’
	TaPRA Postgraduate Symposium. Online

Jul 2019	Presentation: ‘Social Scengraphics, a first draft’
	‘Poetics of Method’ Technē Congress. University of Brighton.

May 2019	Panel discussion & practical workshop/discussion: ‘For Scenographics’
	AHRC Technē Conflux. University of Westminster.

May 2019	Co-convened discussion workshop: ‘For Scenographics’
	AHRC Technē Conflux. Various locations and dates, London.

Sep 2018	Practice-presentation: ‘Social Scenographic Landscapes’
	TaPRA annual conference, scenography working group. Aberystwyth University.

Sep 2018	Practice-presentation: ‘Scenographic Sensibilities – Trajectories, Intensities, Proximities’
	Art & The Urban Symposium, AHRC Technē student-led event. Senate House, London.

Apr 2018	Presentation: ‘Social Scenography’
	Scenographics Research Day, GSA PGR symposium. University of Surrey.

Jan 2018	Presentation: ‘To twist and turn, to take off and jump’
	Performing Institutions, 3rd international performance design symposium. Fara in Sabina, Italy. 

Funding & Awards:

2020	AHRC funded ‘Living Libraries’ 
	Creative Engagement Practitioner
	Roehampton University, Department of English and Creative Writing. 
	Principle investigator: Shelley Jane Trower
	https://www.livinglibraries.uk/ UKRI link

2018 	AHRC funded ‘Memories of Fiction: An Oral History of Readers Life Stories’ 
	Creative Engagement Practitioner
	Roehampton University, Department of English and Creative Writing. 
	Principle investigator: Shelley Jane Trower. UKRI link

2018 	Finalist (team) ‘Best Opera Production’ 
	Off West End Awards 2018 for Poppea with Hampstead Garden Opera at Jacksons Lane

2017 	AHRC funded PhD Studentship 
	Technē Doctoral Training Partnership

2015 	Jean Benedetti Award (£5000) Rose Bruford College

2016 	Heritage Lottery Funded community project ‘Richmond Bells’
	Lead Creative Engagement Practitioner and funding bid co-writer

2015 	Awarded ‘Best Costume Designer’ 
	Off West End Awards 2015 for Usagi Yojimbo at Southwark Playhouse

2015 	Finalist ‘Best Set Designer’ 
	Off West End Awards 2015 for Usagi Yojimbo at Southwark Playhouse

2015 	Awarded (team) ‘Best Opera Production’ 
	Off West End Awards 2015 for The Blank Canvas with Opera Up Close at The Kings Head

2014 	Arts Council England funded R&D and production ’Life on the Refrigerator Door’ 
	Bid writer and lead practitioner
Professional Memberships & Accreditations:

Accredited Mental Health First Aider with MHFA England
Theatre and Performance Research Association (TaPRA), Scenography Working Group
International Federation for Theatre Research (IFTR)
Technē AHRC Doctoral Training Partnership Alumni
Equity trade union for creative practitioners
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts
Fellow of Advance HE
University College Union member
Industry credits: 

I am experienced in traditional design process, though much of my work has explored ensemble creation, with designs developing in rehearsals through devising with performers and other collaborators. I worked solely in the industry in design, facilitation, and Theatre in Education from 2008-2018. 
Industry work and credits can be found on my website at www.eleslade.com
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